Highly enantioselective hydrogenation of α-oxy functionalized α,β-unsaturated acids catalyzed by a ChenPhos-Rh complex in CF3CH2OH.
Rhodium complexes coordinated by Chenphos are very effective catalysts for the enantioselective hydrogenation of α-aryloxy- and α-alkoxy-substituted α,β-unsaturated carboxylic acids under mild conditions in CF3CH2OH. The catalytic system could be successfully employed in building the core structure of a new FDA approved drug LCZ 696.